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Space activity is one of the most important areas of human activity, with a 

wide range of applications, from communications and satellite navigation to climate 

research and interplanetary missions. However, with the growing number of space 

objects and participants in space activities, there is a need for legal regulation of 

this area. International space law defines the legal framework within which space 

activities must take place and ensures the safety and efficiency of their use. This 

work will assess the effectiveness of current legal norms in the field of the use of 

outer space in international law. 

Space law is an international area of law that defines the legal framework for 

the use of outer space and space objects. It includes international treaties, 

agreements and recommendations that regulate the activities of states and other 

participants in space activities in outer space. 

One of the main documents that regulate space activities is the Outer Space 

Treaty of 1967. It establishes the basis of international law in the field of space 

activities, including the right of states to use outer space for peaceful purposes and 

the prohibition of the deployment of nuclear weapons in outer space. In addition, 

the Outer Space Treaty establishes the responsibility of states for the activities of 

their citizens and space objects, as well as the right of a state to return its space 

objects. 

Another important document in the field of space law is the UN Guidelines for 

the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities, adopted by the UN General 

Assembly in 2018. They provide guidance to States and other space actors on the 

sustainability of long-term space activities, including the management of space 

assets, space debris minimization, and cooperation among States. 

Despite the existence of international legal norms in the field of space 

activities, the effectiveness of their application in real life remains a question. Some 

of the problems with the use of outer space in international law include the lack of 

a single body to regulate and coordinate the activities of states and other 

participants in space activities, the lack of mechanisms for accountability for 

violations of international legal norms, and limited ability to monitor activities in 

space. 

In addition, there are problems with the interpretation and application of 

international legal norms in the field of space activities. For example, some states 

may interpret the provisions of the Outer Space Treaty differently, leading to 

disagreements and disputes. Questions also arise about what actions can be 

considered peaceful and what actions can be considered military. 



 
 
 

However, despite these problems, international legal norms in the field of 

space activities continue to play an important role in ensuring the safety and 

efficiency of the use of outer space. They help establish standards and principles 

of conduct for States and other participants in space activities, and promote 

international cooperation in the field of space activities. 

International legal norms in the field of space activities play an important role 

in ensuring the safety and efficiency of the use of outer space. However, there are 

problems with their use that can lead to conflicts and inefficiencies in space 

operations. To improve the effectiveness of international legal norms in the field of 

the use of outer space, a number of recommendations can be considered that will 

help ensure more effective management of space objects and reduce the 

likelihood of conflicts and incidents in space. One such recommendation could be 

strengthening control and surveillance mechanisms for space objects, including 

the development of more accurate tracking and warning systems for collision 

threats. 

It is also necessary to continue to work on improving the legal standards 

governing the use of outer space, including in the area of liability for possible 

damage to space objects and environmental protection. In addition, an important 

step could be to strengthen international cooperation in the field of space research 

and the use of space resources, which will allow for more efficient and harmonious 

use of outer space in the interests of all mankind. 

Legal norms governing the use of outer space are an important element of 

international law. However, when implementing them, there are a number of 

problems that can affect the effectiveness of their use and, ultimately, the safety 

of space objects and space activities in general. This subchapter will analyze the 

main problems that arise in the implementation of legal norms in the field of the 

use of outer space in international law. 

First of all, let us consider the problem of the lack of unified international 

regulation of space activities. This issue is relevant in light of the fact that currently 

each state has its own set of rules and regulations governing the use of outer 

space. This can lead to inconsistency of rules and the possibility of conflicts 

between states. This section will discuss the mechanisms for creating a unified 

system of legal regulation of space activities. 

Secondly, the problem of insufficient clarity and certainty of legal norms 

governing the use of outer space will be considered. One of the main problems is 

the difficulty of defining the boundaries of outer space and national jurisdictions in 

space. This can lead to conflicts between states and complicate space missions. 

This section will examine possible mechanisms for clarifying and improving legal 

norms governing the use of outer space. 

An equally important problem is the lack of effectiveness of control and 

surveillance mechanisms for space objects. As is known, a huge number of space 



 
 
 

objects operate in space, and their movement can be dangerous for other space 

objects and for earthly infrastructure. This section will analyze the problems of 

existing mechanisms for control and surveillance of space objects and will consider 

possible measures to improve these mechanisms. 

The problem of the lack of liability mechanisms for violations of legal norms 

in the field of use of outer space is also an important problem. In the event of an 

incident in space, the problem of determining the guilty parties and measures of 

responsibility for the damage caused often arises. This section will examine 

possible mechanisms for creating a system of liability for violations of legal norms 

in the field of use of outer space. 

At the conclusion of this subchapter, it is concluded that the improvement of 

legal norms in the field of the use of outer space in international law is a necessary 

condition for ensuring the safety and efficiency of space activities throughout 

humanity. Despite the fact that there are certain difficulties and problems 

associated with the implementation of legal norms in this area, it is necessary to 

continue to work on their improvement and the mechanisms for their 

implementation. In order to improve the effectiveness of legal regulation of space 

activities in international law, it is necessary to continue the search for new forms 

and mechanisms of international cooperation. 

Mechanisms for control and surveillance of space objects should also be 

improved, which will reduce the likelihood of conflicts and incidents in space. An 

important step could be the development of more accurate tracking and warning 

systems for collision threats, which would minimize risks to space objects and 

ensure their safety. Work should also continue to improve the legal norms 

governing the use of outer space, with the aim of clarifying and establishing clear 

rules and regulations, as well as defining mechanisms of responsibility for 

violations of legal norms. In addition, it is important to strengthen international 

cooperation in the field of space research and the use of space resources, which 

will allow for more efficient and harmonious use of outer space in the interests of 

all mankind. Thus, improving legal norms in the field of the use of outer space in 

international law is an important condition for ensuring the safety and efficiency of 

space activities. It is necessary to continue work in this direction, improving the 

mechanisms and legal norms governing the use of outer space and strengthening 

international cooperation in this area. 

 


