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DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN UZBEKISTAN AND TAJIKISTAN
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Annotation: This article outlines the development of relations between the two states of Central Asia Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. These two states are connected by ancient roots and traditions. At present, these states have much in common in the economic, educational, sociological spheres.   
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Development of relations with close neighbouring countries is a priority of Uzbekistan's foreign policy. Tajikistan is one of the geographically inseparable neighbours of Uzbekistan. The people of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan are spiritually and culturally close to each other and believe in the same religion. Everyday life, traditions and customs, art are integrated. They are united by common history and values, mutual respect and longlasting good neighborliness. This serves as a solid foundation for Uzbekistan-Tajikistan relations.
As President Sh. M. Mirziyayev has repeatedly emphasized, Uzbeks and Tajiks are connected by special bonds of brotherhood, and these people cannot be imagined separately from each other. Great scholars and thinkers such as Alisher Navoi and Abdurahman Jami, Abdurauf Fitrat and Sadriddin Ainiy, Gafur Ghulam and Mirzo Tursunzoda, Abdulla Oripov and Loyiq Sherali praised the sincere and pure friendship of the Uzbek and Tajik people.
The two nations respect each other’s cultural and humanitarian heritage. Nations welcomed the statue of Abdurahman Jami in Samarkand and the statue of Alisher Navoi in Dushanbe with pleasure.
The Republican Tajik National Cultural Center, which unites 15 Tajik national cultural centers across the country, is successfully operating in Uzbekistan. There are 250 schools in Uzbekistan where the education is conducted in the Tajik language. (among them, in 55 schools pupils are taught entirely in the Tajik language). Samarkand, Termiz, and Fergana Universities have groups where classes are held in Tajik. four periodicals are published in Tajik language, five TV programs and 30 radio programs are broadcast.
This year, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations. The legal basis of Uzbek-Tajik cooperation consists of 256 documents signed at various levels. It can be mentioned that, 153 of documents, namely 60% of them were accepted in the last 5 years. Treaty of Friendship, Good Neighborliness and Cooperation (January 4, 1993), Eternal Friendship Treaty (June 15, 2000) and Strategic Partnership agreement (August 17, 2008) are the main documents defining the basic principles of bilateral relations. These principles are related to the issues like mutual respect for independence and state sovereignty, equal rights, non-interference in each other's internal affairs, striving for mutually beneficial economic cooperation both at the state level and at the level of business entities.
A half decade ago, relations between Uzbekistan and Tajikistan entered a new stage of development which created all the conditions for strengthening ties and establishing trusting relations.
The mutual state visits of the President of Uzbekistan Sh. M. Mirziyayev and the President of Tajikistan E. Rahmon in 2018 opened a new page in bilateral relations. These visits defined new goals and prospects for the interests of our peoples, became an important factor in expanding and deepening bilateral cooperation in the political, trade-economic, transport-communication, cultural-humanitarian spheres.
Bold steps, pragmatic and far-sighted policy of the President of Uzbekistan made it possible to revise the policies of both sides. The desire for each other increased, obstacles were removed, contacts became more active, mutually acceptable and effective cooperation was established. The most painful topics accumulated over the years have found their solution. Almost all border issues have been resolved. There are no fundamental problematic issues of bilateral relations at the level of heads of state and government of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
The past short period gave a strong impetus to the strengthening of Uzbek-Tajik relations. There have been big changes. Friendly relations between the two countries will rise to the level of strategic partnership.
Today, due to the political will and joint efforts of the presidents of the two countries, Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Emomali Rahman, important steps are being taken to define and implement the strategy for further development of relations.
The improvement of bilateral cooperation has opened wide opportunities for the movement of citizens of the border regions of the two countries. Parliamentary diplomacy, which is an important source of foreign policy, plays an important role in the implementation of the tasks of strengthening bilateral relations, especially regional cooperation.
In 2018, in connection with the signing of the agreement on mutual travel of citizens of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, the visa regime between our countries was canceled and 17 checkpoints were opened. These works played an important role in the development of regional bilateral relations, made life easier for millions of citizens of both sides, served to develop tourism in both Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, which led to the implementation of "Pilgrimage Tourism" projects, including "Silk Road" made it possible to activate cooperation within the framework of joint work on promoting the tourism brand.
Agreements on integrated use of water and energy resources of transboundary rivers are also a positive result of the renewed foreign policy of the President of Uzbekistan.
The fact that Uzbekistan and Tajikistan have a common opinion on the need for rational and fair use of water and energy resources, taking into account the interests of the countries of the region, was the main achievement in this regard.
Tajikistan supports Uzbekistan's new regional policy. According to foreign experts, the constructive nature of Uzbekistan-Tajikistan relations in this regard can have a positive effect on regional efforts to ensure water security in Central Asia.
Cooperation in matters of nature and environment protection remains relevant. It is known that global warming has a negative impact on the ecology of the Central Asian region. Therefore, it is important that Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, as well as all the countries of the region, unite their efforts to prevent ecological destruction. It is necessary to continue joint political and diplomatic steps to protect the common interests of the countries of the region.
An important place is being allocated to the activities of the Uzbek-Tajik investment company with a charter capital of 50 million dollars in strengthening industrial cooperation. As part of this, on the initiative of the leaders of our countries, the joint ventures "Artel Avesto Electronics" for the production of household appliances and "Talko-Kratans" specializing in the assembly and adjustment of special utility and construction vehicles were established in Tajikistan.
According to the experts of the Center for Economic Research and Reforms under the Administration of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the expansion of cooperative relations between enterprises requires the establishment of joint ventures in the presence of a large amount of raw materials, for example, agricultural products, and the attraction of modern technologies and narrow specialization. allows to increase the competitiveness of the products produced.
The sides are paying great attention to the development of transport and transit opportunities between our countries. Uzbekistan's convenient geographical location and developed transport infrastructure allow Tajikistan to diversify access to foreign markets.
Tajikistan had additional opportunities to develop its economy by exporting its goods to Russia and the European Union, using Uzbekistan's developed communication network (railway, road and air transport), and by transporting goods from China to Uzbekistan. The full use of the general transport potential, as well as the activation of road routes leading to China through Tajikistan, will not only increase the volume of mutual trade, but also serve to strengthen humanitarian relations at the interregional level. From this point of view, the Uzbekistan-Tajikistan-China route development project has good prospects. 
Bus service in the directions "Tashkent-Khojand" and "Ko'kan-Shaydon", the section of the "Samarkand-Panjikent" highway, the "Tashkent-Dushanbe" flight, the "Galaba-Amuzang-Khushadi" railway connection restored. In addition, it is planned to connect Samarkand and Panjikent through a railway line. Flights are being restored on the "Dushanbe-Samarkand" and "Dushanbe-Bukhara" routes.
Today's new reality has created all the favorable opportunities for further expansion of political, trade-economic, transport-communication, cultural-humanitarian relations between Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. Today, the countries show that they are striving to consistently develop and strengthen multilateral partnership relations under the leadership of the Presidents, as well as to reach new milestones.
In this regard, many foreign experts predict that the more positive development of Uzbek-Tajik relations will contribute significantly to the more stable development of Central Asia. According to them, the life of millions of citizens on both sides of the border will be better if active economic cooperation is established.
According to the evaluations of experts of the center of economic research, the process of mutual complementation of economies (supply of gas and fuel-lubricants from Uzbekistan to Tajikistan, supply of electricity from Tajikistan to Uzbekistan, etc.) - will continue to influence the rapid development of economic cooperation and will be an additional tool for ensuring the stable socio-economic development of both countries.
As part of the upcoming visit of the President of Tajikistan to Uzbekistan, it is planned to sign documents that will significantly expand the contractual and legal framework of bilateral relations, and will be an important step in the further development and strengthening of cooperation between Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
The analyzes carried out by the experts of the Center for Economic Research and Reforms show that there are all opportunities for further expansion and deepening of cooperation in the fields of investment, light industry, agriculture, transport, interregional relations, digitalization of countries' economies, scientific and academic circles and cultural exchanges. In addition to these, sericulture, cocoon processing, production of silk fabrics, as well as exchange of experience between designers can become one of the promising areas of bilateral relations.
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