] "INTEGRATION, EVOLUTION, MODERNIZATION: ]
BN WAYS OF DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE AND EDUCATION" [N

SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN THE NOVEL "TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD" BY
HARPER LEE

Khakimova Dilshoda Oybek qizi
Faculty of English philology and teaching, Uzbekistan State World Languages
University, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Annotation: This study aims to critically examine and shed light on the
pervasive theme of social inequality portrayed in the novel. Through an in-depth
analysis of the gender and class disparities depicted in the narrative, as well as
their profound impact on the characters and broader society, this research aims to
enhance our understanding of the complex dynamics of social inequality and the
enduring relevance of the novel's themes in contemporary contexts.

Key Words: social relations, racial climate, segregation, social inequalities.

In this racial environment, prejudice and discrimination are deeply embedded
in social relations. Racist ideologies dominated the notion of white supremacy,
justifying the unequal treatment and devaluation of African Americans. Lynchings,
acts of violence, and hate crimes were all too common, creating an environment
of fear and oppression for blacks. The racial climate extended to the judicial
system, where African Americans often faced biased treatment and a lack of fair
representation. They often faced wrongful accusations and unfair trials, as shown
in To Kill a Mockingbird through the unfair trial of Tom Robinson. To fully
understand the context of To Kill a Mockingbird, it is important to understand the
social and racial climate of the Great Depression. Harper Lee's novel offers an in-
depth study of this historical dynamic, sheds light on entrenched social inequalities,
and strongly criticizes the prevailing attitudes and injustices of the time.

The societal impact of Jim Crow laws and segregation led to widespread and
deep divisions during the period in which To Kill A Mockingbird is set. Jim Crow
laws were a series of state and local laws enacted primarily in the southern United
States that enforced racial segregation and perpetuated systemic discrimination
against African Americans. [Carlson, Laura. "Race and Racism in Harper Lee's To
Kill a Mockingbird." History and Memory, Vol. 29, no. 2, 2017, pp. 131-156.]
Segregation affected all aspects of society, from public facilities to schools,
transportation, housing, and even recreation. Under Jim Crow laws, African
Americans were placed in segregated and inferior facilities, denied equal access
to basic services and amenities enjoyed by white citizens. The effect of these laws
on education was particularly harmful. Black schools were underfunded and under-
resourced, perpetuating educational disparities and limiting opportunities for
African-American students. Segregated schools not only deprived black children
of a quality education, but also perpetuated social and economic inequality for
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future generations. Segregation of public spaces reinforced a sense of racial
superiority among whites and increased the devaluation and marginalization of
African Americans. This created an environment of constant surveillance and
control, where any deviation from racial norms could lead to severe consequences,
including violence and persecution. Jim Crow laws had a profound psychological
effect on both whites and blacks. Whites were conditioned to believe in their racial
superiority and were socialized to accept and perpetuate racial hierarchies. For
African Americans, the daily experience of discrimination and segregation
undermined their self-worth and perpetuated feelings of inferiority and
subordination [1].

The segregation and discrimination permitted by Jim Crow laws led to a
deeply divided society marked by racial tension, mistrust, and systemic inequality.
It has perpetuated social, economic and political inequality, hindered progress and
stifled the potential of marginalized communities. Understanding the effects of Jim
Crow laws and segregation is essential to understanding the themes and conflicts
depicted in To Kill a Mockingbird. Harper Lee's novel explores the consequences
of these oppressive systems, encouraging readers to confront the pervasive
injustices that permeate society and advocate for social change. In To Kill a
Mockingbird, Harper Lee skillfully highlights the social hierarchy that exists in
Maycomb and the profound effect it has on the lives of its characters. The novel
explores the rigid social structure prevalent in the Deep South in the 1930s, where
people were valued and valued based on factors such as race, class, and family
background. At the top of the social hierarchy were white elite families represented
by characters such as the Finches. These families enjoyed privilege, wealth, and
high social status, giving them opportunities and influence in society. Their social
status often shields them from the harsh realities others face and gives them a
level of power and respect [2]. The African-American community is at the bottom
of the social hierarchy. They were discriminated against, segregated, and had
limited opportunities for social and economic development. Characters like
Calpurnia and Tom Robinson, regardless of their personal qualities or
accomplishments, faced systemic barriers that prevented them from breaking out
of their prescribed social status. This social hierarchy had a significant impact on
the lives of the characters in To Kill a Mockingbird. It shaped their experiences,
interactions, and views of justice, morality, and compassion. The privileges and
prejudices associated with their social positions often determined their behavior
and reactions to the injustices prevalent in Maycomb.

The novel also explores the consequences of challenging or rejecting social
hierarchy. By defending Tom Robinson, characters like Atticus Finch and Scout
offer hope and resistance through his innocence and willingness to question social
norms. However, they also face resistance, resentment, and even threats from
those invested in maintaining the status quo. By emphasizing social hierarchy and
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its effects on the characters' lives, To Kill a Mockingbird encourages readers to
reflect on the power dynamics and inequalities that exist in society. It raises
guestions about the arbitrary nature of social divisions and their profound impact
on human opportunities, prospects, and overall well-being [3]. Community
dynamics in Maycomb reflect deep-seated racial divisions. The racial prejudice of
the white population perpetuates a culture of discrimination and segregation. Fear,
suspicion, and mistrust dominate the relationship between whites and blacks,
further dividing society. Racial inequality is a barrier to real connections and
community cohesion. Perpetuation of racial inequality supports an oppressive
power structure. The white elite, represented by families like the Finches, enjoy
privilege and influence, while African Americans are routinely oppressed and
denied social and economic mobility. Acceptance and perpetuation of these
inequalities by society serves to maintain the status quo and protect the interests
of the dominant group. The ramifications of the racial inequality depicted in the
novel go beyond the individual characters and affect the collective conscience of
Maycomb. Injustice and brutality against African Americans reveals the moral
bankruptcy of a society that supports and sustains such inequality. The novel
encourages readers to think about the responsibility of communities to confront
and eradicate systemic racism. The study of the consequences of racial inequality
in To Kill a Mockingbird emphasizes the urgency of societal change. It calls for
empathy, understanding, and active resistance to racial prejudices that perpetuate
inequality and impede the growth and well-being of individuals and communities.
The novel's powerful imagery is a timeless reminder of the destructive nature of
racial discrimination and the importance of striving for a fair and just society.
Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird delves deeply into the theme of racial
inequality, with a particular focus on the African American experience. The novel
vividly describes the consequences of racial discrimination and prejudice in the
lives of the characters and the dynamics of society. Through characters like Tom
Robinson and Calpurnia, he highlights the limited opportunities, injustice, and
dehumanization that African Americans faced in Maycomb. The acceptance and
perpetuation of racial inequality by society reinforces a divisive social structure and
hinders the progress of individuals and society as a whole. By exploring the
African-American experience in the context of racial inequality, the novel forces
readers to confront the harsh realities of systemic racism and advocates the urgent
need for empathy, understanding, and social change. In conclusion, the historical
context of the Deep South in the 1930s provides a critical framework for
understanding the social inequality depicted in Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird.
This period was marked by the Great Depression, which exacerbated economic
hardship and highlighted existing social divisions. The prevalence of Jim Crow
laws and racial segregation perpetuated deep-rooted discrimination and limited
opportunities for African Americans. Furthermore, the social hierarchy entrenched
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in Maycomb, with its differences based on race, class, and family background,
deeply affected the characters' lives and shaped their experiences. By delving into
this historical context, the novel offers a careful examination of social injustice and
reminds us of the continuing importance of confronting and confronting social
inequality in all its forms.
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